
UWM Olsztyn FORUM ARTYSTYCZNE TOM I/2018 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Artist and Time: Dmitri Shostakovich 
 

Artysta i czas: Dymitr Szostakowicz 
 
 
 
 
 
Abstract 
 
The political situation in post-revolutionary Russia sought to limit creative independence. Some 

ere influenced by censorship and political pressure. 
Especially in Stalinist Russia, the radicalism of the composer's musical language was contrary to 
the ideological assumptions of cultural policy. The moral pressure exerted by the authorities on 
Shostakovitch, the arrest of family and friends, and, above all, the press attack arranged by Stalin, 
forced the composer to give up his current style and compositional technique. A breakthrough in 
this process was played in 1936 by the critics of the stage of the opera Lady Macbeth of the Mtsensk 
District. Shostakovich's decision to give up Soviet power influenced the search for other means of 
expression, simplified the musical language and increased its communicativeness, resulting in the 
formation of the aesthetics of socialist realism. 
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Streszczenie 
 

 
ycznego 

o rezygnacji z dotychczaso-

krytyka przedstawienia opery . Decyzja Szostakowicza  

 
 

 Dymitr Szostakowicz, estetyka muzyczna, ZSRR, kultura rosyjska, realizm 
socjalistyczny, represje, polityka kulturalna. 

 


