     The Department of Foreign Language Studies at the University of Warmia Mazury supports the professional development of its teachers by encouraging participation in relevant conferences. I had the pleasure to represent our university at a very stimulating and thought-provoking conference in Ustroń, (April 24-26 2015). The Studium Praktycznej Nauki Języków Obcych at the Silesian University of Technology, (Gliwice) were the gracious and extremely capable hosts of the VIII Konferencja Naukowo-Dydaktyczna-Języki obce- mniej obce? Every two years the Studium in Gliwice organises their conference in the beautiful setting of Ustroń in the Polish mountains. I would certainly recommend this event for any foreign language teacher.
     The first day featured many interesting speakers covering a diverse variety of subjects ranging from the European common framework (B1, B2 etc.) and the place of German in the great scheme of things but two in particular, deserve special mention. Miguel Angel Miguel, from the Spanish embassy in Warsaw gave a wonderful presentation on the Spanish language. Señor Miguel is an outstanding speaker and should be in great demand. If anyone has a chance to hear him speak it is certainly worth your while. Our university should invite him to give a presentation here it would be quite memorable. The other speaker of note was Dawid Łasut, who is often featured in the Polish media. Dawid Łasut is a very charismatic and dynamic personality and it is no surprise that he is on Television and in magazines. He is of interest due to his ideas on teaching and improving Polish/Russian relations and diversity. It is no sin to be a Russophile when it comes to language and language teaching/learning. Dawid Łasut is an excellent guest speaker entertaining and thought provoking. The high standards established by the speakers on day one gave all of us inspiration for day two.
     The social side of the conference was also very important. Many of us were complete strangers, but our hosts were quick to put us at ease. The atmosphere was great and it was a chance to get to meet some very special people. People from Silesia wanted to learn more about our university and the situation in Olsztyn. It was good for professionals to see that other institutions often face many of the same challenges. It is important to find how much we have in common and the differences too. We can learn much from observations of this type. The whole point of language is communication and it does not always have to be a dull sterile activity. The social side of the conference put us in an excellent frame of mind for day two. The accommodation and food was good too and the natural beauty of Ustroń contributed to the overall mood. Looking back on day one it was certainly a great start to the conference and in terms of talent it would be difficult to find better speakers than Miguel Angel Miguel and Dawid Łasut. Yet it was only the first day and not a full day at that!
     Day two, the first day featured speakers of interest to language teachers in general but the second day allowed us to focus on particular subjects of interest, either our own language speciality or perhaps a language not taught at your own institution. Too often in Poland there is a neglect of Asian languages and it was refreshing to see presentations on teaching Chinese, Japanese and Turkish in Poland. Olgierd Uzieblo, gave some fascinating presentations on the Chinese language. Many people feel that it is almost impossible to learn Chinese outside of China but this is simply not the case. A talented and creative teacher like Olgierd Uzieblo even over just the course of a weekend can change many attitudes towards the Chinese language.
     My presentation followed a very informative talk given by Grażyna Duda, one of the hard working teachers from Gliwce who made the conference a success. She gave several presentations all of which gave me ideas about how to improve various aspects of language teaching. My presentation “Raising a bilingual child some observations and a plea for understanding” was well received and afterward I found there were others who had much the same experiences. Bilingualism is an important issue in Silesia due to the large number of German speakers in the region. Bilingualism and multiculturalism will increasingly be a feature of life in Poland and not only in Silesia. There were several useful workshops to take part in and the organisers had lots of materials available. The social side of things were not neglected on day two either, it was a most informative and enjoyable day.
     The 2015 conference in Ustroń was very rewarding and I hope to take part in their next conference in 2017. I would encourage colleagues from our university to go to Ustroń, hopefully in the future our studium can strike closer ties to Gliwce. The Ustroń conference series could also serve as an inspiration for our studium too. Many teachers from Silesia and the south of Poland would love to take part in a conference in Warmia and Mazury. Our proximity to Warsaw and Gdańsk would be attractive for many quality guest speakers. There is no reason why our studium could not put on a great event like the Ustroń conference, it would take dedication, talent and hard work. The challenge as always is time and money, but it could be done. The Ustroń conference should be on our calendar since it is an excellent event and our participation would bring many benefits to our university. It is also good for our profile to take part and make contacts. To conclude we should take part in future conferences and if possible start our own conference, it would be good for morale and for professional development. It would beneficial for both the university and the studium as well. For a complete overview of the conference please see the document I have included. There was certainly something for everyone interested in foreign language teaching and all the major languages were well represented. Ustroń 2015 was a high point of the year for me.
