
 

 

Faculty of Theology 

Course title: CONTEMPORARY ECCLESIOLOGY 

ECTS credit allocation (and other scores): 3 

Semester: autumn and spring (2 semesters) 

Level of study: ISCED-7- long-cycle programmes (EQF-7) 

Branch of science: Theology 

Language: English 

Number of hours per semester: 30 

Course coordinator/ Department and e-mail: Katarzyna Parzych-Blakiewicz, Department Of Fundamental, Dogmatic 

And Moral Theology, kaparz@uwm.edu.pl 

Type of classes: lectures 

Substantive content 

CLASSES: none 

LECTURES: Lecture topics are based on the content of “Lumen Gentium”: the mystery of the Church, the people of 

God, the hierarchical structure of the Church, the laity, the universal call to holiness, religious, the eschatological 

nature of the pilgrim Church, the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Saints. There is also attention to the sacraments of the 

Church and to the saints the sacraments of the Church. These matters are included into the context of the pluralism 

of disciplines, the development of communication systems and the cultural diversity in many parts of the world. 

Learning purpose: Understanding the sense of the Church's presence in the world in changing evangelization 

conditions 

On completion of the study programme the graduate will gain: 

Knowledge: understanding of concepts that point to all ecclesial aspects 

Skills: the work with sources and recognize the contents of state of research to develop theological issues 

Social Competencies: Diagnosing the cultural situation in terms of evangelizing activities 

Basic literature:  

Vaticanum II, Dogmatic Constitution of the Church “Lumen gentium” (21 XI 1964), in: The Holy See [online], access: 

<http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-

gentium_en.html#> 

John Paul II, Encyclical letter “Ecclesia de Eucharistia” (17 IV 2003), in: The Holy See [online], access: 

<http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/special_features/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-

ii_enc_20030417_ecclesia_eucharistia_en.html> 

Benedict XVI, Encyclical letter “Deus Caritas est” (25 XII 2005), in: The Holy See [online], access: 

<https://w2.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20051225_deus-caritas-

est.html> 

Benedict XVI, Encyclical letter “Spe salvi” (30 XI 2007), in: The Holy See [online], access: 

<http://w2.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20071130_spe-salvi.html> 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html
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http://w2.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20071130_spe-salvi.html


 

 

Francis, Encyclical letter “Lumen fidei” (29 VI 2013), in: The Holy See [online], access: 

<http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20130629_enciclica-lumen-

fidei.html> 

Francis, Apostolic exhortation “Gaudete et exultate” (19 III 2018), in: The Holy See [online], access: < Francis, 

Encyclical letter “Lumen fidei” (29 VI 2013), in: The Holy See [online], access: 

<http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-

ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html> 

Supplementary literature: 

Gacka Bogumił, Ecclesiology, 2008 

Ormerod Neil, Globalization and the Mission of the Church, 2009 

Osborne Kenan B., A Theology of the Church for the Third Millennium : A Franciscan Approach, 2009 

Pratt Douglas, Church and Other Faiths, The : The World Council of Churches, the Vatican, and Interreligious Dialogue, 

2010 

Parzych-Blakiewicz Katarzyna, Development of the Eve-Mary Antithesis since the Catechism of the Council of Trent 

until the Catechism of the Catholic Church (1566-1992), 2013. 

 

 

The allocated number of ECTS points consists of: 3 

Contact hours with an academic teacher: 5 

Student's independent work: 25 
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